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Art and Design 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Candidates will have successfully studied Art & Design at Level 2 and gained 
either a Grade C at GCSE or Merit at BTEC Certificate or Diploma. 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
Work within Fine Art (painting, drawing, printmaking, 3D design, textiles, 
fashion design, ceramics, graphic design, architecture, sculpture, 
photography, mixed media).  You will also visit galleries and museums.  You 
will record from primary sources, develop your own ideas, experiment with 
techniques, produce personal responses, analyse own work and work of 
others in contemporary, historical and cultural contexts.  The course values 
quality not quantity. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Coursework Portfolio. This will be comprised of: 
> a Foundation unit based upon the Bridging Unit on SLN2 from Y11 to Y12 
> a Negotiated unit of work based upon a personal interest or theme 
> a unit built around a workshop experience taught by a visiting practioner. 
 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
>A 5 hours Controlled Assignment.  This will be set by the examination board, 
marked internally, moderated internally and then externally by an OCR 
moderator. 
>All aspects of the course are teacher-assessed, moderated internally and 
then externally by an OCR moderator. 
 
Homework 
Students can expect to have 5 hours of homework per week.  Tasks will link 
to work being undertaken at the time and will necessarily cover a range of 
approaches to investigating, researching and developing ideas. There are 
regular feedback sessions, assessment tracking, overview marking and 
review marking with comprehensive written feedback.  There will be 
continuous oral feedback and support.  We operate a transparent course with 
grading grids and assessment criteria fully accessible to students who are 
encouraged by staff to be familiar with how these can be used to improve 
levels and understanding. 
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
 OCR Art & Design F410-F416 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit    Coursework Portfolio        Marks Available     60% of AS    30% of A2 
Unit    Controlled Assignment     Marks Available     40% of AS    20% of A2 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs. S. Crudgington (Director of Art & Design) 
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Biology 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Grade B at GCSE in Core and Additional Science, or in Biology if you studied 
the three separate sciences 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Obtain a valuable foundation for the further study of Biology or Biology 
related courses in higher education 

• Carry out field work studying a variety of ecosystems 

• Study advances in technology including IT, relevant to Biology 

• Develop further your understanding of scientific methods 

• Study the value and responsible use of Biology in society 

• Develop Key Skills 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit 1 - Biology and disease (AS) 
Unit 2 - Variety of living organisms (AS) 
Unit 4 - Populations and environment (A2) 
Unit 5 - Control in cells and organisms (A2) 

 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
Unit 3 - Practical and investigative skills for AS (Centre-assessed) 
Unit 6 - Practical and investigative skills for A2 (centre-assessed) 
 
Homework 
You will be set two pieces of formal homework from each teacher you will be 
taught by. In addition you will be expected to copy up notes and to undertake 
background reading to enhance your class notes. This will be checked on a 
regular basis. 
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA (Specification code : 2410) 
 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Biology and Disease                          33% total AS marks  16% total A2 marks 
Variety of living organisms                 46% total AS marks  23% total A2 marks 
Practical and investigative skills for AS       20% total AS marks  10% total A level marks 

 
Populations and environment                        17% total A level  marks   
Control in cells and organisms                       23% total A level  marks   
Practical and investigative skills for A2                    10% total A level marks 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
 
Mr. J. Chick (Subject Leader) 
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Business Studies 
 

Entry Requirements for AS: 
A minimum of a Grade C at GCSE in Business. Students not having studied Business should see the 
subject leaders. 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• develop an understanding of business concepts and theories through critical consideration 
of current business issues, problems and institutions that affect everyday life; 

• apply business concepts and theories, using a range of contexts, and to appreciate their 
value and limitations in explaining real world phenomena; 

• appreciate the importance and complexity of contemporary business issues in the local, 
national and global economy. 

• understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives. 
• be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations and 

individuals. 

 
During this course you will study the following units: 
AS (Year 12) 
1.  The Business Framework:  to provide the necessary core subject knowledge, understanding and 
skills that will enable students to progress with confidence.  An introduction to marketing, producing 
goods and services, types of business organisation, external influences on business.   
2.  Business Functions:  some topic areas are re-visited so that more complex concepts can be 
explored including the introduction of accounting and finance.  The aim is to build on the knowledge, 
understanding and skills learned. 
A2 (Year 13) 
3.  Business Decision-Making:  to recognise the impact on various business stakeholders of a changing 
external environment.  For instance, is the dominance of supermarket chains ultimately of benefit to 
society?  
4.  Business Strategy and Practice:  to focus on how business objectives are to be achieved once they 
have been decided. This unit focuses on the methods that businesses can use in order to meet their 
objectives. These methods are broken down into functional areas: marketing, finance, human 
resources and operations management. 
 

During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Assessments: 
Two examinations take place at the end of Year 12 and again at the end of Year 13. 

Homework 
Homework tasks will be set weekly. Students will complete 4 hours work outside the lesson time.  
 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
WJEC  
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern 
Unit     Marks 

Available 
% of AS % of A2 

 

1.  The Business Framework (short-answers) 50 marks 40% 20% 

2.  Business Functions (Data response) 70 marks 60% 30% 
3.  Business Decision-Making(case study) 60 marks  25% 
4.  Business Strategy and Practice 
(short-answers, problem-solving and one essay) 

60 marks  25% 
 

 
If you would like further information about this subject you should talk to: 
Mrs J Sherry / Mrs K Van Block (Subject Leaders) 
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BTEC Diploma Business 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
This is a Level 2 course, available for students who have a minimum of 4 
GCSEs at Grade D in 4 separate subjects 
  
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit 1   Exploring Business Purposes 
Unit 2   Developing Customer Relations 
Unit 3   Investigating Financial Control 
Unit 4   Business Communication 
Unit 5   People in Organisations 
Unit 10  Starting a Small Business 
 
This course will be useful to you because: 
This course will prepare you for Level 3 courses and employment in the 
following areas: finance, accountancy, banking, insurance, marketing, 
research, public relations advertising, human resource management, 
personnel, training, management, law, politics, economics, mathematics, 
teaching, information communication technology, computer studies and many 
more. 
  
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
This is an intense course where you study six units in one year. 100% of the 
course is internally assessed by your teacher 
 
Homework 
As the course covers the equivalent of up to 4 GCSEs at Grade A* to C, home 
work is an essential part of preparing for assignments, following up on 
research and learning appropriate information for  

  
The examination board for this specification is: 
Edexcel 
 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                                                Credits          
Unit 1   Exploring Business Purposes           5 credits         
Unit 2   Developing Customer Relations       5 credits 
Unit 3   Investigating Financial Control          5 credits 
Unit 4   Business Communication                 5 credits 
Unit 5   People in Organisations                   5 credits 
Unit 10  Starting a Small Business               5 credits 
  
 
This course will take place at Nether stowe school 
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Chemistry 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Grade B at GCSE in Core and Additional Science, or in Chemistry if you 
studied the three separate sciences and Mathematics Grade B 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
• recognise, recall and show understanding of scientific knowledge, select, organise and 

communicate relevant information in a variety of forms. 

• analyse and evaluate scientific knowledge and processes 

• apply scientific knowledge and processes to unfamiliar situations 

• assess the validity, reliability and credibility of scientific information. 

• demonstrate and describe ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques and processes, 
selecting appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods 

• make, record and communicate reliable and valid observations and measurements with 
appropriate precision and accuracy 

• analyse, interpret, explain and evaluate the methodology, results and impact of their own and 
others’ experimental and investigative activities in a variety of ways. 

 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit 1 Foundation Chemistry - explores the fundamental principles that form the basis of Chemistry 
Unit 2 Chemistry in Action -introduces more of the principles that underpin chemistry and looks at the 
applications of these principles 
Unit 3 Investigative and Practical Skills -centre assessed Practical and written assessment 
Unit 4 Kinetics, Equilibria and Organic Chemistry - Kinetics and equilibria are both treated 
quantitatively. Acids, bases and buffer solutions and the changes in pH during titrations are considered. 
The study of organic chemistry is extended to include compounds containing the carbonyl group, 
aromatic compounds, amines, amino acids and polymers. 
Unit 5 Energetics, Redox and Inorganic Chemistry 
Unit 6 Investigative and Practical Skills - centre assessed Practical and written assessment 

 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following Controlled 
Assessments: 
Unit 3 AS Investigative and Practical Skills-centre assessed Practical and written assessment 
Unit 6 A2 Investigative and Practical Skills -centre assessed Practical and written assessment 

 

Homework 
It is likely that some form of homework will be set after every lesson, it may include research, past paper 
questions, note taking, preparing presentation work and maintaining an up to date Practical booklet. It is 
expected that in addition to formally set homework all students would consolidate their own learning and 
understanding by constant review of work completed in the lessons. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA Chemistry    AS  Award 1421   A2  Award  2421 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                                   Marks Available                    % of AS     % of A2 
Unit 1                                           70 raw marks/100 UMS           33.33%           16 .66% 
Unit 2                                          100 raw marks/140 UMS          46 .66%          23 .33% 
Unit 3                                           50 raw marks/60 UMS             20%                10% 
Unit 4                                          100 raw marks/120 UMS                                  20%  
Unit 5                                          100 raw marks/120 UMS                                  20% 
Unit 6                                           50 raw marks/60 UMS                                     10% 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Dr. V. Randerson (Subject Leader) or Mrs. B. Broad 
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Design and Technology: Product Design,  
Resistant Materials Technology or Graphic Products 

 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Minimum Grade C at GCSE Design and Technology 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
• Develop and sustain creative and innovative practice. 

• Recognise and overcome challenges and constraints when working towards the production of high 
quality products. 

• Draw on and apply knowledge, skills and understanding of production processes to a range of 
design and technology activities. 

• Develop an understanding of contemporary design and technology practices. 

• Use digital technologies and information handling skills to enhance their design and technological 
capabilities.  

 
During this course you will study the following theory units: 

• AS Unit 2: Design and Technology in Practice 
You will develop a knowledge and understanding of a wide range of materials and processes 
used in the field of Design and Technology. 
This Unit is an Externally assessed examination. 

• A2 Unit 3: Designing for the Future 
You will develop your knowledge and understanding of a range of modern design and 
manufacturing practices and contemporary design issues.  
This unit is an Externally assessed examination 

 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Coursework Assessments: 

• Unit 1: Portfolio of Creative Skills 
You will have the opportunity to develop your creative, technical and practical skills through a series of 
Product Investigation, Design and Manufacturing activities. You will produce one portfolio with three 
distinct areas, demonstrating your creativity and flair with resistant material/Graphic products. This Unit 
is an Internally assessed piece of coursework. 

• Unit 4: Commercial Design 
You are given the opportunity in this Unit to apply all of the skills that you have acquired and developed 
throughout the course, to design and make a product from a given theme. You must adopt a commercial 
design approach, reflecting how a professional designer might deal with a design problem and its 
resolution. This Unit is an Internally assessed piece of coursework. 

Homework 
Homework will be frequent and ongoing throughout each year of the course. All work set will 

be directly linked to theory based activities and/or coursework. 
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
Edexcel 

 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                                            Marks Available   % of AS     % of A2 
Unit 1: Portfolio of Creative skills                     90                   60                
Unit 2: Design and Technology in Practice      70                   40                
Unit 3: Designing for the future                        70                                      40 
Unit 4: Commercial Design                              90                                      60 

 
If you would like further information about this subject you should talk 
to: 
Miss. A. Wood                             (Subject Leader) 
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English Language and Literature 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
At least a Grade C for GCSE English, gained from the Higher Level Paper 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Develop ability to write accurately and coherently about a range of texts, using specialist 
linguistic and literary terms and concepts 

• Demonstrate detailed critical understanding in analysing the ways in which structure, form and 
language shape meanings in a range of texts 

• Explore the relationships between different texts and discuss the influence of contextual factors 

• Use language creatively for a variety of different purposes and audiences 

 
During this course you will study the following units: 
AS Unit 1 (ELLA 1) Integrated analysis and text production (examination).  
You will study Wuthering Heights and A Streetcar Named Desire for an open book examination. The 
exam will comprise of 2 questions, an analytical question and a creative production task. 
AS Unit 2 (ELLA2) Analysing speech and its representation (examination). 
For this examination you will analyse two unseen spoken texts and answer a question that requires 
analytical comparison. You will also study a literary text and answer a question about the representation 
of speech and other stylistic features in one extract from that text.  
A2 Unit 3 (ELLA3) Comparative Analysis and Text Adaptation (examination). 
The section A question requires a comparison of the language of a number of unseen texts, drawing on 
the analytical skills developed at AS. 
The section B question requires you to creatively transform a selected literary extract into a non-fiction 
text. In addition, you will be required to write a commentary explaining your choices. 
A2 Unit 4 (ELLA 4) Comparative Analysis through Independent Study (controlled assessment). 
You will produce an analytical response comparing aspects of two chosen texts. 

 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
At AS you will complete examination practice activities throughout the course, which will be teacher 
assessed. You will also complete an AS mock examination. 
At A2 you will complete a coursework assessment in addition to examination practice activities. You will 
also complete an A2 mock examination. 
 

Homework 
You should expect to receive at least 2 pieces of homework each week, with additional wider reading 
tasks. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA English Language and Literature Specification A 

 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                   Marks Available         % of AS     % of A2 
ELLA 1                          75                     50%           25% 
ELLA 2                          75                     50%           25% 
ELLA 3                        100                     -                 30% 
ELLA 4                          60                      -                20%   
 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs. S. Sullivan (Subject Leader) 
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GCSE Environmental Science 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
This is a Level 2 course, available for students who have a minimum of 4 
GCSEs at Grade D in 4 separate subjects 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Study a hands-on science, learn about important global issues and 
understand future global changes 

• Raise your environmental awareness and learn how to reduce your 
ecological footprint 

• Make informed decisions about political issues 

• Model environmental hazards in the laboratory and develop field work 
skills  

 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit 1 Topics in Environmental Science 
Population and Sustainability, Energy Resources, Global Climate Change, 
Management of Wildlife Resources, Management of Water Resources 
Unit 2 Investigations in Environmental Science 
Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA), externally set and internally assessed 
and Practical Skills Assessment (PSA), an overall mark of practical skills 
 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
Investigative Skills Assessment (ISA) 
A written test linked to an appropriate practical where you will use the data to 
answer questions about the work carried out 
Practical Skills Assessment (PSA) 
You will be assessed on the way you carry out practical and investigative 
work throughout the course 
 
Homework 
Students taking this course will be required to complete tasks to support work 
covered in class, read and learn relevant information, write up and analyse 
data and complete past exam paper questions in preparation for the exam. 
Homework will be set twice a week and is an essential part of the course. 
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA, Specification Code 4440 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit 1 Topics in ES (2hr exam) (120 marks, 75% of the GCSE) 
Unit 2 Investigations in ES:  
        ISA (34 marks) and PSA (6 marks) (together make up 25% of the GCSE) 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr. R. Hackfath (Assistant Head teacher) 
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French GCE A Level 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Minimum of a Grade B in French from the Higher Level Paper 

 

During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
• Learn about the culture and customs of French speaking countries 

• Develop advanced aural and communication skills in the foreign language 

• Discuss contemporary issues in the foreign language 

• Further your understanding of the grammar and structures of the foreign language 

• Participate in the county work experience scheme to Limoges 

• Attend French Sixth Form conferences  

• Work with a Foreign Language Assistant 

 
During this course you will study the following: 
The topic areas covered will include contemporary issues such as racism, health, the 
environment, the media, technological advances, the changing roles of men and 
women in society, leisure, education, youth culture and Europe. 
Much of the lesson time will involve use of the foreign language by both teacher and 
students; independent access to authentic listening material; foreign language texts 
of varying lengths will be read and often used as a basis for discussion. 
 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled Assessments: 
Students will complete a mock examination during the spring term. 
 
Homework 
Students will receive homework from most lessons. This will involve a variety of tasks 
(including vocabulary learning, comprehension tasks and essays) relevant to the 
topic they are studying at the time. Students will also be required to research topics 
through independent reading. Students will be required to have their own dictionary. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
WJEC 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
AS 
U1 Oral Examination (15 mins)  40% of AS, 20% of full A level 
U2 Listening, Reading and Writing (2.5 hrs)  60% of AS, 30% of full A level 
A2 
U3 Oral Examination (20 mins)  20% of A level 
U4 Listening, Reading and Writing (3hrs)    30% of A level 
 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs C Cain (Subject Leader) 
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Further Mathematics 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
A minimum of Grade B in GCSE Mathematics 
(This is a two year course and is only available at AS level.  Students studying 
Further Mathematics must also be studying Mathematics). 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
Recall, select and use your knowledge of mathematical facts, concepts and 
techniques in a variety of contexts. 
Construct rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs through use of precise 
statements, logical deduction and inference and by the manipulation of mathematical 
expressions, including the construction of extended arguments for handling 
substantial problems presented in unstructured form. 
Recall, select and use your knowledge of standard mathematical models to represent 
situations in the real world; recognise and understand given representations involving 
standard models; present and interpret results from such models in terms of the 
original situation, including discussion of the assumptions made and refinement of 
such models. 
Comprehend translations of common realistic contexts into mathematics; use the 
results of calculations to make predictions, or comment on the context; and, where 
appropriate, read critically and comprehend longer mathematical arguments or 
examples of applications. 
Use contemporary calculator technology and formulae booklets accurately and 
efficiently; understand when not to use such technology, and its limitations.  Give 
answers to appropriate accuracy. 

 
During this course you will study the following units: 
FP1: Series; complex numbers; numerical solutions of equations; coordinate 
systems; matrix algebra; proof 
FP2: Inequalities; series; first order differential equations; second order differential 
equations; further complex numbers; Maclaurin and Taylor series 
S2:  The Binomial and Poisson distributions; continuous random variables; 
continuous distributions; samples; hypothesis test 

 
Homework 
Written homework will be set twice each week and will take the form of questions 
designed to consolidate your understanding. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
Edexcel 8372 
 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                       Marks Available         % of AS      
FP1                                                   75                         33⅓               
FP2                                                   75                         33⅓               
S2                                                     75                         33⅓              

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr. M. J. Douglas (Subject Leader) 
 



13 

 
A Level Geography 

 

Entry Requirements for AS: 
Minimum Grade C at GCSE Geography. Grade C in English Language is highly recommended for 
students who have not previously studied Geography. 
 

During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
GCE Geography gives you a strong foundation for understanding the two main themes of the subject: 
human geography and physical geography. Human geography deals with how people and the 
environment interact and the way we both exist. It also looks at how people and groups move and live in 
the world around us. For example, you’ll learn about what you see in the papers and on the news 
everyday, including issues of sustainability. Physical geography is about the scientific aspects of our 
world, with an emphasis on how we can manage them. The result of studying human and physical 
geography is that you will have a better understanding of how mankind and the earth work together. 
 

During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit 1 – GEOG1 Physical and Human Geography, (Short and extended questions) 
The study of core geographical concepts along with contrasting themes of contemporary or 
environmental impact, management and sustainability. Candidates must study the core and then select 
one of the physical options and one of the human options. Optional units will be decided upon through 
consultation with staff and all students will study the same units). 

Core physical section: 
Rivers, floods and management 

Core human section: 
Population change 

Optional physical topics: 
Cold, Coastal and Hot desert environments 

Optional human topics: 
Food supply, Energy and Health issues 

Unit 2 – GEOG2 Geographical Skills, (Structured skills and generic fieldwork questions). 
You will be required to use and interpret a number of different skills/resources. Examples include, 
investigative, cartographic, graphical, ICT and statistical skills. 
Unit 3 – GEOG3 Contemporary Geographical Issues, (Short and extended questions, plus an essay). 
An issues-based approach to contemporary geographical themes. You must select three topics: at least 
one from the physical options and at least one from the human options. (These will be decided upon 
through consultation and students will study the same units). 

Optional physical topics: Optional Human topics: 

Plate tectonics and associated hazards 
Weather and climate and hazards 
Ecosystems: change and challenge 

World cities 
Development and globalisation 
Contemporary conflicts and challenges 

Unit 4 –GEO4A Geography Fieldwork Investigation or GEO4B Geographical Issue Evaluation.  
The decision on which unit will be taken will be based on student strengths. 
GEO4A = An opportunity to extend an area of the subject content into a more detailed fieldwork study. 
You then analyse and evaluate your fieldwork in response to the questions set. In addition, you will be 
assessed on fieldwork skills. 
GEO4B = This unit gives you the opportunity to use your skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation. An 
advance information booklet is pre-released 2 months prior to the exam to facilitate your research into 
an area which extends from the specification 
content. 
 

Homework 
Usually set one per week by every teacher involved in the course. There will normally be a 
large piece of work involving research and essays and some smaller pieces to supplement 
over the week. Students are expected to undertake extra reading and research to reinforce 
topic areas studied within the class. Exam questions from past papers are also used. 
 

The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA GCE Geography, 1031 + 2031. 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern:  

Unit Exam % of AS % of A2 

Unit 1 – GEOG1  2 hour written 70 35 

Unit 2 – GEOG2  1 hour written 30 15 
Unit 3 – GEOG3  2 ½ hour written  30 
GEO4A or GEO4B 1 ½ written  20 

 

If you would like further information about this subject you should talk to: 
Mrs. K. Abbott  (Subject Leader) 
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History/GCE A Level 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
GCSE History grade C or above. Students who have shown they can work at 
a suitable level by gaining a GCSE grade C in English would also be suitable 
for this course. 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Study key periods in European and World History 

• Develop the skills of research, enquiry, analysis, evaluation and 
interpretation. 

• Develop the ‘key skills’ of improving own Learning and Performance, 
Working with Others, Problem Solving and, especially, Communication. 

 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit HIS1N: Totalitarian Ideology in Theory and in Practice, c1919–c1941  
This unit provides an overview of the development of totalitarian ideologies 
with the opportunity to investigate three totalitarian regimes that gained power 
in the twentieth century.  The three countries to be studied will be the USSR 
under the rule of Lenin and Stalin; Italy under the rule of Mussolini and 
Germany under the rule of Hitler. 
Unit HIS2Q: The USA and Vietnam, 1961–1975  
This unit provides an opportunity to investigate the problems faced by the 
United States, both at home and abroad, as a result of increasing involvement 
in Vietnam. It will cover the period from the inauguration of President JF 
Kennedy to the fall of Saigon in 1975. The study of Vietnam focuses on the 
attempts by the USA to win the war and the problems that were encountered 
in Vietnam and at home in trying to do so. 
 
Homework 
History encourages students to become independent learners.  Homework 
tasks are varied and are set on a regular basis.  Homework may involve 
extended writing, source analysis, presentation preparation, group work, note 
making or reading.  The course demands that students commit to at least four 
hours independent study a week in the form of homework. 

 
The examination board for this specification is:  
AQA  AS Award 1041  
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                       Marks Available         % of AS     % of A2 
HIS1N                                             72                       50              25 
HIS2Q                                             72                       50              25 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr P Calder                           (Subject Leader) 
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GCSE Leisure and Tourism 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
This is a Level 2 course, available for students who have a minimum of 4 
GCSEs at Grade D in 4 separate subjects 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Engage in the study of leisure and tourism to develop as effective and independent learners. 

• Understand the nature of the leisure and tourism industry. 

• Develop an understanding of the contribution that leisure and tourism make to society and the 
economy. 

• Develop awareness that Health and Safety issues are integral to leisure and tourism. 

• Have an awareness and understanding of sustainable development and environmental issues. 

• You will gain an insight into related sectors such as business, retail  and distribution, hospitality 
and catering. 

• Appreciate diversity and recognise similarities and differences of attitudes and cultures in 
society. 

• Prepare you to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career 
choices. 

 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit B181 Understanding the leisure and tourism industries. 
In this unit you will look at different types of leisure and tourism organisations, why people use these 
organisations. Employment opportunities within the industries, how they operate as a business. Health 
and safety issues. How and why people choose destinations, visitor attractions. The pace of change and 
the importance of sustainability. 
Unit B182 Moving forward in leisure and tourism. 
You will look at all of the topics covered in unit B181 in more detail alongside the use of up to date 
business systems, promotion and sales, impacts on communities and environments including 
ecotourism. 

 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled Assessments: 
Unit B182 Moving forward in leisure and tourism. You will choose one type of leisure and tourism 
industry from a list provided by the exam board on which to base your investigation. This is a controlled 
assessment and will take the following structure. 
6 hours of action planning, 
22 hours of research, 
17 hours for writing up. 
 

Homework 
Homework will be set twice per week; it will contain research, short and long answer questions, 

preparation for presentations, exam practice and revision. 
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
OCR Single award Leisure and Tourism 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit Details % of GCSE 

Unit B181 Understanding the 
leisure and tourism industries. 
 

1.5 hours written paper 40 

Unit B182 Moving forward in 
leisure and tourism. 

Controlled Assessment 60 

 
 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs. K. Abbott  (Subject Leader) 
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Mathematics 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
A minimum of Grade B in GCSE Mathematics 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
Recall, select and use your knowledge of mathematical facts, concepts and 
techniques in a variety of contexts. 
Construct rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs through use of precise 
statements, logical deduction and inference and by the manipulation of mathematical 
expressions, including the construction of extended arguments for handling 
substantial problems presented in unstructured form. 
Recall, select and use your knowledge of standard mathematical models to represent 
situations in the real world; recognise and understand given representations involving 
standard models; present and interpret results from such models in terms of the 
original situation, including discussion of the assumptions made and refinement of 
such models. 
Comprehend translations of common realistic contexts into mathematics; use the 
results of calculations to make predictions, or comment on the context; and, where 
appropriate, read critically and comprehend longer mathematical arguments or 
examples of applications. 
Use contemporary calculator technology and formulae booklets accurately and 
efficiently; understand when not to use such technology, and its limitations.  Give 
answers to appropriate accuracy. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
C1: algebra and functions; coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane; sequences and 
series; differentiation; integration; trigonometry 
C2: algebra and functions; coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane; sequences and 
series; differentiation; integration; trigonometry; exponentials and logarithms 
S1: mathematical models in probability and statistics; representation and summary of 
data; probability; correlation and regression; discrete random variables; discrete 
distributions; the Normal distribution 
 
Homework 
Written homework will be set twice each week and will take the form of questions 
designed to consolidate your understanding. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
Edexcel 8371 
 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                       Marks Available         % of AS     % of A2 
C1                                                   75                         33⅓              16⅔ 
C2                                                   75                         33⅓              16⅔ 
S1                                                   75                         33⅓              16⅔ 

 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr. M. J. Douglas (Subject Leader) 
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Subject/Course Title: GCE Media Studies 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
A minimum of a Grade C in English Language. Also competent in ICT skills 
 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• develop media literacy skills to enable you to achieve critical independence in your knowledge, 
experience and enjoyment of the media 

• develop production skills to encourage imaginative and aesthetic activity in media contexts 

• foster your understanding of methods used to construct meaning, through analysis and production 
of a range of media texts 

• develop your knowledge and understanding of media institutions, production processes, 
technologies and audiences, and your ability to apply that knowledge to specific instances of media 

• apply critical understanding of how social groups are represented in the media 

• develop technical skills and ability to be creative through the production of own media texts 

• develop appropriate techniques for recording, monitoring and evaluating their own media production 
processes, in the light of key concepts studied in the course. 

 
AS MEST 1 - Investigating Media 

• Two sections: A – four compulsory short answer questions 

• B – choice of one from two essays 
AS MEST 2 - Creating Media 

• Externally set production briefs. 

• Two linked production pieces taken from two of the three media platforms studied in Unit 1 

• plus preproduction research and a 1,500 word evaluation. 
A2 MEST 3 - Media: Critical Perspectives 

• Two sections: A – three compulsory questions on unseen stimulus pieces 

• B – one essay from a choice of two topics  
A2 MEST 4  Research and Production 

• Two sections: Critical Investigation (48 marks) 

• Linked production piece (32 marks) 

 
Is this subject right for me? 
Are you open-minded and willing to look critically at a range of different media products including 
repeatedly watching film and tv extracts to analyse how they are constructed and the meanings and 
messages they create? 
Do you enjoy using a range of research methods, for example books, or conducting surveyed and 
interviews for detailed study of audiences? Are you interested in the influence of media companies and 
new technology on society? 
Media Studies is a popular and dynamic subject in which you study a variety of media forms, including 
tv, film, print and online medial. It is primarily an academic course with a strong emphasis on research, 
but provides you with the opportunity to develop practical production skills in filming, editing and design. 
Homework 
As well as essays, research, case studies and investigation reports, Media Studies also involves 
practical work, where you learn the techniques involved for the production of your own media text. You 
might produce pop videos, TV commercials, magazine advertisements, computer animation, photo-
essays and documentary videos. Media is a 'learn by doing' subject, and you compare your own 
experiences with what the 'professionals' go through. Most of our production in school is done digitally 
(i.e. using computers) and we have the latest software and equipment to help with this. 
 
The examination board for this specification is:  AQA 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                                          Marks Available          % of AS             % of A2 
AS MEST 1   (2hr exam)                                80 marks              50%of AS       25% of A Level 
AS MEST 2   (internally assessed)                80 marks              50%of AS       25% of A Level 
A2 MEST 3    (2hr exam)                               80 marks                                     50% of A Level 
A2 MEST 4    (internally assessed)               80 marks                                     50% of A Level 
 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs. M. Simpson (Subject Leader) 
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GCE AS Music 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Minimum Grade B at GCSE Music (if taken) or Merit at BTEC 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
Develop your performing, composing and listening skills through; preparing 
controlled assessment tasks, studying and researching set musical works and 
spending time developing your own individual performance skills. 
You will also have the opportunity to develop greater understanding of key 
musical elements such as structure, harmony, tonality and the importance of 
occasion and ensemble.  
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit 1 – MUSC1 – influences on music. For this unit you will develop your 
understanding of musical composition through studying a Mozart symphony 
and the development of British Popular Music from 1960 – 2010 
Unit 2 – MUSC2 – Creating Musical Ideas – For this unit you will compose a 
piece of music in a style of your choice under controlled conditions, the piece 
will last at least 3 minutes. 
Unit 3 – MUSC3 – Interpreting Musical Ideas – for this unit you will prepare 
two separate performances, each lasting between 5 and 8 minutes.  
 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
Unit 1 – The research you complete will be assessed by your teacher through 
written summary work and essays. This is in preparation for the end of course 
examination. 
Unit 2 – You have 20 hours of controlled assessment time to complete your 
coursework 
Unit 3 – You prepare performance work in your own time ready for a formal 
assessment in the spring term. 
Homework 
Performance preparation is the main homework and you are required to do a 
minimum of 3 hours performance preparation each week. You will also 
receive essays and research tasks on a weekly basis. 
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA – AS award 1271       A2 award 2271 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit    1                                   Marks Available         30% of AS     15% of A2 
Unit    2                                   Marks Available         30% of AS     15% of A2 
Unit    3                                   Marks Available         40% of AS     20% of A2 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr. J. Cain (Director of Music) 
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AS Music Technology  
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Minimum Grade B at GCSE Music (if taken) or Merit at BTEC 
 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
� sequence MIDI 
� sequence audio 
� record live instruments 
� produce CDs 
� compose using music technology 

� listen to and research a wide range of popular musical styles 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit 1 (Unit code 6MT01): Music Technology Portfolio 1  
You will learn and use a variety of music and music technology skills in order to complete this unit. MIDI 
sequencing and multi-track recording as well as arranging skills are all key components assessed 
through the practical work carried out. 
You must complete three tasks which together make the Music Technology Portfolio 1: Sequenced 
Realised Performance; Multi-track Recording; Creative Sequenced. 
You will also submit a logbook that will provide information on the resources used in each task as well 
as assessed questions on your creative sequenced arrangement. 
Unit 2 (Unit code 6MT02): Listening and Analysing 
This unit provides you with an opportunity to study the styles most common in popular music. You will 
have the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge using aural discrimination skills. 
You are required to study the development of popular music styles from 1910 through to the present 
day. This is not intended to be a comprehensive and in-depth study of every popular, jazz or rock music 
style, but an overview of the main styles and trends during the development of popular music. 
Two special focus styles will be selected each year for more in depth study. For the special focus styles, 
in addition to the main fingerprints of the style, you will be expected to have an extended knowledge and 
understanding of context. Special focus styles for 2010/11 are: ‘Soul’ and ‘Indie Rock’ 

 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following Controlled Assessments: 
Unit 1 assessment 
Produce an audio CD entitled ‘Music Technology Portfolio 1’, containing three tracks of work as 
specified in the three tasks above in Unit 1. You will also present a logbook. 
The work is to be done under coursework conditions between the issue of the stimulus material in 
September and the submission date. 
The logbook must detail equipment used and be used to answer two assessed questions on your 
creative sequenced arrangement.  
60 hours in total is given under controlled conditions to complete all three tasks in Unit 1. 
Unit 2 assessment 
This unit consists of a 1 hour 45 minute listening examination, externally assessed, in the summer of the 
year of entry. 
You will be given your own copy of an audio CD supplied by Edexcel, containing recorded excerpts. 
Homework 
Much of the practical work for Music Technology has to take place in lessons due to the nature of 
controlled conditions, therefore some of the research and listening work is expected to be completed in 
your own time. This will consist of presentations and demonstrations on the topics being covered at the 
time. Research and/or presentations are usually set every two weeks. 
It is an expectation that you book at least two hours a week in the recording studio either after school, 
lunchtimes or in your study lessons so as to familiarise and experiment with recording techniques. 
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AS Music Technology Edexcel 8MT1                        A2 Music Technology Edexcel 9MT01 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit                                                     Marks Available         % of AS     % of A2 
Unit 1 Music Technology Portfolio 1          140                          70%           35% 
Unit 2 Listening and Analysing                    80                           30%          15% 
 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr. R. Galley (AST Music Technology) 
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Performing Arts  (AS & A2 Level) 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
It would be beneficial for students to have taken a performing arts related subject (Drama, 
Expressive Arts, Music, Dance) at GCSE or BTEC level – but this is NOT mandatory. A 
Grade B in English is highly recommended. 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
Explore a wide range of skills in acting, singing & dancing. The course offers the chance to 
further develop existing skills, but also strives to challenge students to experiment in different 
fields of the performing arts. 
Students will have numerous opportunities to perform in large-scale theatrical events, as well 
as taking part in excursions and workshops. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
AS UNIT G380 – Investigating Performing Arts – this is a research unit whereby students 
explore 2 different performing arts institutions & present their findings. 
AS UNIT G381 – Skills Development – this is a series of workshops in acting, singing & 
dancing whereby students attempt to develop new skills. 
AS UNIT G382 – Professional Practice – this is a unit wherein students produce a full-scale 
group performance. 
 
A2 UNIT G384 – Getting Work – preparation for working as a professional 
A2 UNIT G385 – Exploring Repertoire – school production & one other 
A2 UNIT G386 – Showcase – presentation of performance skills to examiner 
 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
AS 

1.) An ongoing skills development programme including acting, singing & dancing (this 
involves public performances.) 

2.) A full scale production with accompanying Working Diary 
A2 

1.) TWO contrasting performances in large scale productions 
2.) Three performances in a showcase scenario 

 

Homework 
Portfolio work is an essential component of the course & you will be required to complete 
research and analysis as homework tasks. In addition to this work, you will be expected to 
dedicate considerable amounts of extra-curricular time to rehearsals – this includes 
lunchtimes, after-school and in some instances weekends and during holidays. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
OCR H146 & H546 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
All units are marked equally out of 50. Therefore the AS is graded out of 150. This grade is 
then translated to a mark out of 300 to enable a grade of A-E to be given. 

 
If you would like further information about this subject you should talk 
to: Mr. D. Branch   (Director of Performing Arts) 
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Philosophy and Ethics 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Students will require a minimum of a Grade B at GCSE English Language 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
Recall, select and deploy specified knowledge. 
Identify, investigate and analyse questions and issues arising from the topics 
studied. 
Communicate, using reasoned arguments substantiated by evidence. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
Unit G571 Philosophy of Religion. 

• Ancient Greek influences on philosophy of religion. 

• Judaeo-Christian influences on philosophy of religion. 

• Traditional arguments for the existence of God. 

• Challenges to religious belief. 
 

Unit G572 Religious Ethics. 

• Ethical theories. 

• Applied ethics topics. 
 
During this course you will complete the following Assessments: 
One essay each week that could either take the form of an exam style 
question completed at home or within the classroom in a time controlled 
environment. 
 
Homework 
You should expect to have to work for about 4 hours per week on homework 
tasks. This might take the form of : 

1. Reading given reading materials. 
2. Essay writing. 
3. Thought provoking questions. 
4. Investigating the works of given Philosophers. 
5. Stretch and challenge activities. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
OCR Religious Studies AS H172. 
 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
                           Marks Available     % of AS     % of A2 
Unit G571 Philosophy of Religion        50%           25% 
Unit G572 Religious Ethics                  50%           25% 
 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs. T. Pether  (Subject Leader) 
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Physical Education - A/S and A Level. 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 

Grade C or above at GCSE Physical Education or a Merit at BTEC. Those who have not 
studied GCSE Physical Education or BTEC should see the Subject Leader – Mr Broad 
 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• become increasingly physically competent by 
- developing the skills and techniques they require to perform effectively in physical activities. 
- applying and adapting skills and techniques in different types of physical activity. 
- developing and applying their skills in different roles, such as performer, leader and official. 
• maintain and develop their involvement and effectiveness through  
- developing their understanding of factors that enable them and others to be physically active 
- as part of a balanced lifestyle, and as part of a lifelong involvement in a healthy lifestyle. 
• develop their knowledge and understanding of  
- the relationship between skill, strategy/composition, and body and mind readiness in ensuring 
effective and efficient performance in their own and others’ roles such as performer and official. 
• be informed and discerning decision-makers who 
- understand how they and others make the most of the opportunities available to be involved. 
- understand and critically evaluate how contemporary products and consumer influences related 
to physical activity inform young people’s decisions about involvement. 

 
During this course you will study the following units: 

Unit 1 – PHED1 (Available January (2010 onwards) and June) 
Opportunities for and the effects of leading a healthy and active lifestyle 
Section A – six structured questions 
Section B – application of theoretical knowledge to a practical situation 
Unit 2 – PHED2 (Available in June only) 
Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as a performer and/or in an adopted role/s 
Candidates perform, analyse and evaluate the execution of core skills/techniques in 
isolation and in structured practice as either a player/performer and in an adopted role or 
two adopted roles.                                           These two Units complete the AS Level examination. 
Unit 3 – PHED3 (Available in June only) 
Optimising performance and evaluating contemporary issues within sport 
Section A – how exercise physiology can optimise performance 
Section B – how application of psychological knowledge can optimise performance 
Section C – contemporary influences in sport and their impact on the performer 
Unit 4 – PHED4 (Available in June only) 
Optimising practical performance in a competitive situation 
Candidates perform, analyse and evaluate their own performance, identify weaknesses, and 
suggest causes and corrective measures.              Units 3 and 4 studied in the A Level year – Y13.  

 
During this course you do not complete any Controlled Assessments 
However, some written practical work is required which will contribute towards Units 2 and 4. This work 
will be assessed by Friary Staff but is subject to a moderation process which normally consists of being 
observed and assessed as two of following: Performer, Official or a Coach in strongest activities. 
Homework 
Students will be set a wide range of styles of homework in this subject. Students will receive three tasks 
weekly and asked to extend knowledge further in the subject content taught in lessons.  
 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA AS Award 1581                                                     A Level Award 2581 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit  1   2hr exam                              84 Marks Available       60% of AS   30% of A2 
Unit  2   Internal assessment           100 Marks Available       40% of AS   20% of A2 
Unit  3   2hr exam                              84 Marks Available                           30% of A2 
Unit  4   Internal assessment           120 Marks Available                           20% of A2 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr. B. J. Broad    (Director of Sport) 
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                                            PHYSICS 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Grade B at GCSE in Core and Additional Science, or in Physics if you studied the three 

separate sciences. 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Recognise, recall and show understanding of scientific knowledge. 
• Select, organise and communicate relevant information in a variety of forms. 
• Analyse and evaluate scientific knowledge and processes. 
• Apply scientific knowledge and processes to unfamiliar situations included those 

related to issues. 
• Assess the validity, reliability and credibility of scientific information. 
• Demonstrate and describe ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques and 

processes, selecting appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods. 
• Make , record and communicate reliable and valid observations and measurements 

with appropriate precision and accuracy. 
• Analyse, interpret, explain and evaluate the methodology, results and impact of their 

own and others’ experimental and investigative activities in a variety of ways. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
UNIT 1 – Particles, quantum phenomena and electricity (AS) 
UNIT 2 – Mechanics, materials and waves (AS) 
UNIT 4 – Fields and further mechanics (A2) 
UNIT 5 – Nuclear and thermal physics and an option (A2) 
 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled/Supervised Assessments: 
UNIT 3 – Investigative and practical skills for AS (Externally marked) 
UNIT 6 – Investigative and practical skills for A2 (Externally marked) 

 
Homework 
You will be set a minimum of one piece of formal homework from each teacher you will be 
taught by. In addition you will be expected to write up practical work, to copy up notes and to 
undertake background reading to enhance your class notes. 

 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA (Specification A : 2451) 

 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit 1-Particles,quantum phenomena and electricity  40% total AS marks  20% total A2 marks 
Unit 2- Mechanics,materials and waves                      40% total AS marks  20% total A2 marks 
Unit 3- Investigative and practical skills for AS           20% total AS marks  10% total A2 marks 
 
Unit 4-Fields and further mechanics                           20% total A level marks 
Unit 5-Nuclear and thermal physics + option              20% total A level marks 
Unit 6-Investigative and practical skills for A2             10% total A level marks 
 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mr. G. Pickford              (Subject Leader) 
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Psychology Advanced GCE 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
If Psychology has been studied at GCSE, students must have a grade C or above to 
continued to advanced level. Students must have passed English Language and Mathematics 
Grade C if they have not previously studied the subject. 

 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
Study a range of perspectives, approaches, issues, methods, debates and research designs 
in psychology from early 20

th
 Century until modern day. Students will evaluate original studies 

and carry out their own research. 
At A2 students are able to specialise in two areas such as Forensics and Health in addition to 
studying research methods. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
AS Unit G541: Psychological investigations 
Throughout the AS year you will study a range of methods that are used to carry out research 
in psychology. These methods include: Self report; Observation; Correlation; Experiment. 
You will be asked to answer a range of questions relating to: an outline of an existing piece of 
research; data produced by a piece of research; an outline of a proposed piece of research 
AS Unit G542: Core studies 
15 studies are covered as examples from the 5 approaches. For each one you will learn: 

• The background of the study (the context – why it happened) 

• The theory supporting the study and the psychological perspective which applies 

• Other research which is relevant to the study and methods used in the studies 

• The way the results are analysed and presented and conclusions that are drawn 

• Strengths and limitations of the studies and psychological issues illustrated 

• Evaluations of all of the above 
A2 Unit G543: The options (Forensics and Health) 
A2 Unit G544: Research methods 

 
During this course you will complete the following Assessments: 
Unit G541: You will be internally assessed through homework and a mock exam at Easter.  
Unit G542: At the end of each topic (3 studies) you will have an internal assessment which 
follows exactly the same format as the AS core studies summer exam. There will therefore be 
5 internal assessments a year. Units G543 and G542: Internal assessment throughout the 
second year of the course with. 

Homework 
You will be required to read extensively in preparation for the lessons as much of the A level 
is based around studying previous work, some of which involve lengthy research papers. It is 
vital you also have an understanding of statistical analysis. Although a science, the subject 
appeals equally to those who enjoy structuring essays which are assessed in the exam. The 
pace of Psychology is very fast – we cover a study a week, so there is a heavy work-load. 
The subject appeals to students who enjoy debates and analysis and those who are prepared 
to play an active part in lessons.  

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
OCR            AS H168                     A2 H568 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
Unit        G541 (1hr exam)                       Marks Available   30% of AS  15   % of A2 
              G542  (2hr exam)                                                  70% of AS  35   % of A2 
              G543    (1½hr exam)                                                                   25   % of A2 
              G544    (1½hr exam)                                               25   % of A2 
 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs. J. Tyler (Subject Leader) 
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Sociology GCE A Level 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
A minimum of a Grade C in GCSE English Language 

 
Sociology is an enjoyable and interesting subject that throws new light on the world 
around you. It is a social science that is concerned with how human social 
relationships are formed and patterned, for example, organisations, cultures and 
societies. Sociologists try to gain objective knowledge about the world using 
investigations to help them form theories. It works from the premise that our social 
behaviour is learned not instinctive. 

During this course you will have the opportunity to: 
• Acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of the contemporary society you 

live in. 

• Appreciate the significance of theories and conceptual issues in sociological 
debate. 

• Understand sociological methodology, a range of research methods and do your 
own research.  

• Reflect upon your own experience of the social world.  

• Develop skills which will enhance your ability to participate effectively in adult life. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
1. Families and Households. (What types of families we have in society, how and 

why this has changed over time and what Sociologists have found) 
2. Education & Theory and Methods (Differential achievement in the education 

system and how these inequalities have been tackled. This unit also requires 
understanding of how sociological methods of research are used to study 
education) 

3. Beliefs in Society. (Religious beliefs and their popularity, and evaluations of 
whether science is a belief system) 

4. Crime and Deviance & Theory and Methods. (Theories on the functions and 
causes of crime. This unit also requires understanding of how Sociological 
methods of research are used to study crime and deviance.) 

 
You will be expected to complete the following homework: 
Students have two pieces of homework per week which usually includes one reading 
and one written essay. However, it could also include contributions to discussions on 
the virtual learning space or your own research and evaluations. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
AQA code 2190 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
1. Families and Households (1 Hr exam 40% AS, 20% A Level mark)  
2. Education (2 Hr exam 60% AS, 30% A Level mark) 
3. Beliefs in Society (1 Hr 30 min exam 20% A Level mark) 
4. Crime and Deviance (2 Hr  exam 30% A Level mark) 
NB: there is no centre assessed coursework 
 
If you would like further information about this subject talk to: 
Mrs. L. Millward (Subject Leader) 
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Spanish GCE A Level 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Minimum of a Grade B in Spanish from the Higher Level Paper 

 

During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Learn about the culture and customs of Spanish speaking countries 

• Develop advanced aural and communication skills in the foreign language 

• Discuss contemporary issues in the foreign language 

• Further your understanding of the grammar and structures of the foreign 
language 

• Attend Spanish Sixth Form conferences  

• Work with a Foreign Language Assistant 

 
During this course you will study the following: 
The topic areas covered will include contemporary issues such as racism, 
health, the environment, the media, technological advances, the changing 
roles of men and women in society, leisure, education, youth culture and 
Europe. 
Much of the lesson time will involve use of the foreign language by both 
teacher and students; independent access to authentic listening material; 
foreign language texts of varying lengths will be read and often used as a 
basis for discussion. 

 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following 
Controlled Assessments: 
Students will complete a mock examination during the spring term. 
 
Homework 
Students will receive homework from most lessons. This will involve a variety 
of tasks (including vocabulary learning, comprehension tasks and essays) 
relevant to the topic they are studying at the time. Students will also be 
required to research topics through independent reading. Students will be 
required to have their own dictionary. 

 
The examination board for this specification is: 
WJEC 
The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 
AS 
U1 Oral Examination (15 mins)  40% of AS, 20% of full A level 
U2 Listening, Reading and Writing (2.5 hrs)  60% of AS, 30% of full A level 
A2 
U3 Oral Examination (20 mins)  20% of A level 
U4 Listening, Reading and Writing (3hrs)    30% of A level 
 

If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs C Cain (Subject Leader) 
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AS / A2 Travel and Tourism 
 
Entry Requirements for AS: 
Five GCSEs at Grade C in a range of subjects 
 
During this course you will have the opportunity to: 

• Develop and sustain an interest in travel and tourism and the issues affecting the development of the industry 
and its potential effect on employment opportunities. 

• Develop an understanding of the scale and importance of the travel and tourism industry and the 
interdependence of its sectors. 

• Appreciate the importance of the customer to the travel and tourism industry. 

• Appreciate the importance of the host destinations and communities to the travel and tourism industry and the 
importance of sustainable development. 

• The positive and negative impacts travel and tourism may have on people, environment and economy. 

• Develop practical and technical skills relevant to the travel and tourism industry. 

• Appreciate the impact of information and communication technology (ICT) on the development of the travel and 
tourism industry and the potential effect on the future activities. 

• Appreciate the significance of values and attitudes of key stakeholders in the travel and tourism industry. 

• Develop your own values and attitudes in relation to travel and tourism issues. 

• Apply your knowledge and understanding of travel and tourism and use skills of research, evaluation and 
problem solving in vocational contexts. 

• Participate in visits to travel and tourism organisations and destinations. 
 
During this course you will study the following units: 
AS Level 
Unit G720: Introducing travel and tourism – external exam. 
A an overview of the travel and tourism industry. The opportunity to look at the nature of travel and tourism; 
development of the modern travel and tourism industry; and the structure of the industry. 
Unit G721: Customer service in travel and tourism – Portfolio work. 
This unit looks at the principles of customer service through the use of case studies; the needs of external and 
internal customers. You will learn about good customer-service skills and part of the assessment for the unit is role 
play based, providing opportunities for application of the skills learnt. 
Unit G722: Travel destinations – Portfolio work. 
This unit relies upon your individual research skills as you create a portfolio work on your own choice of short-haul 
and long-haul destinations for UK tourists; you look at key features of your chosen destinations; why different 
destinations appeal to different groups and why popularity changes.  
A2 Level 
Unit G728: Tourism development – external exam. 
 In this unit you will look at the ‘agents of tourism development, why tourism development occurs and the impacts of 
tourism development. These topic areas will be studied through the use of case study material and an element of 
independent work is required. 
Unit G729: Event management – Portfolio work. 
Event management requires you to work as part of a team. The aim is to operate as a business and lead an event. It 
involves looking at the feasibility of the project, teamwork, marketing and financing the event, occasion management, 
carrying out the project and an evaluation. Recent successful project have been, an overnight stay, a theatre and 
sightseeing trip to London, and a trip to Cadbury World. 
Unit G731: Ecotourism – Portfolio work. 
A focus on the topical issue of ecotourism forms the basis for the final piece of work for this A level. You will use 
independent and group skills to explore the nature, aims and objectives of ecotourism; ecotourism’s contribution to 
social, cultural and environmental issues; the purpose of ecotourism; trends and future appeal of ecotourism projects.  
 
During this course you will be expected to complete the following Assessments: 
Portfolio work is completed for a number of units, this work is internally moderated. The units portfolio work is 
completed for are: G721, G722, G729 and G731. 
Homework 
Homework is set every lesson. Much of the work set is to continue working on the portfolio work. The responsibility 
for the work is with the student due to the work based nature of the course. For this reason good organisation and 
motivational skills are required, and that all deadlines are adhered to. 

 

The examination board for this specification is: 
• OCR AS H189 and OCR A H589 

The assessment for this subject will follow this pattern: 

Unit Details % of A2 % of A2 

Unit G720: Introducing travel and tourism                   2 hour paper 1/6 1/6 

Unit G721: Customer service in travel and tourism       Portfolio 1/6 1/6 

Unit G722: Travel destinations                                     Portfolio 1/6 1/6 

Unit G728: Tourism development                                  2 hour paper 1/6 1/6 
Unit G729: Event management                                      Portfolio 1/6 1/6 

 
If you would like further information you should talk to: 
Mrs. K. Abbott  (Subject Leader) 
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