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This module looks at both Christianity and Islam, and the how the followers of these religions approach matters such as love, sexual relations, marriage and the intricacies of family life. You will think about some of the arguments for living together as opposed to getting married, whether to wait until you are married before having sex and whether or not to use contraception.

SOME IMPORTANT WORDS

	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING

	Nuclear Family
	The traditional family unit in Britain – two parents living together with their children.
	Reconstituted Family
	When parents separate and find new partners to live with together with their children.
	Single Parent Family
	When parents split up and one of them ends up living alone with the children.

	Extended Family
	When parents and children live together with other family members (grandparents etc)
	Vows
	The promises that a couple make to each other as part of the wedding ceremony.
	Marriage
	A legal partnership that binds a couple together in a loving relationship.

	Cohabitation
	When a couple choose to live together but without getting married.
	Divorce
	The official, legal ending of a marriage. 
	Annulment
	When a marriage is declared never to have been official.

	Consummation
	The act of sexual intimacy that acts as the final seal of the marriage ceremony.
	Registry

Office
	The office that provides marriage certification without religious ceremony.
	Wedding
	The celebration of the start of married life – the ceremony and the party.

	Contraception
	The means to enjoy sexual intercourse with reduced risk of pregnancy.
	Infidelity
	When a partner cheats on their partner or is unfaithful.
	Adultery


	Infidelity when it occurs within a marriage.


WHAT IS LOVE?

There are several different types of love. Or, to be more precise, we love different people and things in several different ways. You don’t love football in the same way that you love your parents. And you shouldn’t love your dog in the same way that you love your wife, for all kinds of reasons. Can you identify the different types of love and explain them?

	TYPE OF LOVE
	WHO OR WHAT WOULD YOU LOVE LIKE THIS?
	HOW WOULD THIS LOVE

MANIFEST ITSELF?

	EROS or

EROTIC LOVE/

PHYSICAL ATTRACTION
	A PARTNER OF EITHER THE OPPOSITE SEX OF THE SAME SEX TO WHOM I AM SEXUALLY ATTRACTED.


	PHYSICAL ACTS OF PASSION OR LOVE. HOLDING HANDS. SNOGGING ON THE BUS. LOOKING INTO EACH OTHERS EYES FOR DISGUSTINGLY LONG PERIODS OF TIME etc.

	
	OBJECTS THAT I OWN OR ACTIVITIES THAT I ENJOY DOING.


	

	
	MEMBERS OF MY FAMILY AND PETS


	

	
	MY BEST MATES


	


CHRISTIANITY AND THE FAMILY

COPY THE TEXT INTO THE BOX BELOW, FILLING IN THE BLANKS:

In a ____________ family, parents should provide their children with ________, clothes etc. Parents should give __________ to their children and to each other. Parents should teach their children about ___________ and how to have a Christian life. Parents should set their children a good ________ of the Christian life. Parents should encourage their children to go to _________ or Sunday __________ and be ___________. Young children should ________ and respect their parents. Children should look after their parents if they can no longer look after themselves.

	


Some words to help:

	Christian   Christianity    confirmed   love    school   food    example     hedgehog 

Church      obey


Christians believe that family life is important because

· it was created by god to keep society together

· it is the only way god wants children to be brought up

· it is the place where children learn about Christianity.

EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENT WAYS CHURCHES HELP FAMILY LIFE

	Baptism


	

	Sunday Schools/Confirmation Classes
	

	Family Services


	

	Youth Clubs


	

	Priests acting as counsellors


	

	The running of Church Schools


	


CHRISTIANITY AND LOVE/MARRIAGE

UNSCRAMBLE THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS:

To you are married Churches sex teach should only happen with All Christian the person you.

	


Have married get to not do Christians. Christians believe that God decide what people them to want do their life with.

	


Marriage All Christians that believe life for be should, some but divorce allow do Churches.

	


CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TO SEX OUTSIDE MARRIAGE

FILL IN THE BLANKS

All Christians _________ that having _______ without ________ or with different partners is wrong. The Bible calls this _________ immorality. It is also known as __________.

Most Christian __________ also say that having ______ before you get ___________ is wrong. They say that Christians should get __________ before they have ________ and so __________ together without being married is _______.

Some Christians, however, say that it is all right for Christians to live together before they marry as long as they ________ each other and only have _______ with each other and _________ to get married.

	The missing words…

love    churches    married      wrong      love      intend       promiscuity     sex     sexual    sex    sex     believe    married      living   sex.




THE PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE

The following are the acknowledged purposes of marriage in the Christian religion.

They are in no particular order, but you must rank them in order of importance and explain why you put them in this particular order. But beware! Two of them are impostors and do note belong in the list. Remove them and throw them away forever, never to return.

	HAVE CHILDREN
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	SHARE LOVE AND COMPANIONSHIP
	

	KEEP GERBILS


	

	ENJOY SEX IN GOD’S WAY


	

	FORM A CHRISTIAN FAMILY


	

	TEND TO THE SEVEN PRECEPTS OF MAHOGANY  
	

	SHOW THEIR LOVE FOR EACH OTHER AND GAIN GOD’S HELP IN THEIR MARRIAGE
	


Now complete the following table, ranking the reasons in the order of importance and explaining your choices.

	1.


	

	2.


	

	3.


	

	4.


	

	5.


	


THE MAIN FEATURES OF A CHRISTIAN WEDDING SERVICE ARE….

True or false…

Nudity.

Talk and Bible readings explaining the purpose of Christian marriage

Murder

Bride and groom exchanging vows that they will stay together for life and not have sex with anyone else.

The priest dancing on the altar.

Rings exchanged to show that marriage is like a ring, with no end.

Prayers asking for God’s help with the marriage.

CHRISTIAN TEACHING ON DIVORCE

Different denominations of Christianity believe different things about divorce. Some allow it, others don’t. In each case, tick the correct denomination for each belief, deciding whether it is a Protestant/Church of England belief or a Catholic belief.

	
	PROTESTANT
	ROMAN CATHOLIC

	Jesus allowed divorce in Matthew 19:9.


	
	

	Marriage is a sacrament only god can end.
	
	

	If people make a mistake they should be allowed another chance as long as they are sorry.
	
	

	The vows promised to god mean only death can end a marriage.
	
	

	Christianity teaches that god forgives sins
	
	

	Jesus said in Mark 10 that anyone divorcing and remarrying is committing adultery.
	
	

	An annulment can be granted to show that the marriage was not a proper one.
	
	

	People are allowed to divorce, but a priest must then decide whether they can remarry.
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ISLAMIC TEACHING ON FAMILY LIFE

UNSCRAMBLE!

Parents should children food and provide clothes with their.

Make Muslim food that sure should only used is in the home and drink.

Life Muslim a live to how and Islam about children their teach should parents.

Set a of life observing Ramadan should children example Muslim by and Salah especially parents their a good.

Teach should parents their children the read to Qur’an and Arabic in children their encourage madrasah to go to.

Parents should obey and respect their children.

Look should children after their parents can they if themselves after look longer no.

	


HOW THE MOSQUES HELP FAMILY LIFE

	Madrasahs – special schools on Islam and Arabic for children


	

	Boys and girls’ clubs at the Mosque


	

	Father & Sons and Family Services


	

	A Committee to help with family problems


	

	Running of Muslim Schools


	


MUSLIM TEACHING ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

Re-arrange the following sentences so that they make a bit more sense.

	It regards sex before marriage as the same as adultery.

	After the age of 13, men and women are not allowed to mix with each others outside the home and family.

	Adultery is a great sin.

	Islam bans all sex outside marriage.

	Both men and women have to wear baggy clothes which cover their bodies fully and women must cover their hair.

	Islam has strict rules to prevent sex outside marriage.

	This means that no Muslims agree with living together.


	

	

	

	

	

	

	


TRUE OR FALSE?

	All Muslims should marry because Muslims should follow the example of the Prophet Muhammad and he married.
	T
	

	Muslims get married inside great big spaceships made of cheese orbiting a small moon near Bognor.
	
	F

	Many Muslim marriages are arranged by parents because of the rules about men and women not being allowed to mix.
	
	

	Many British Muslims use newspaper adverts to find a marriage partner.


	
	

	All Muslims agree that marriage is a contract which should be for life.


	
	

	Some Muslims believe that men can have up to four wives because it is allowed in the Qur’an
	
	

	Most Muslims believe that men and women should only have one husband or wife.
	
	

	Muslim men can marry Muslims, Jews or Christians. Muslim women can only marry Muslim men.
	
	


The Main Features of a Muslim Wedding Ceremony

· A declaration by the bride and groom, in front of witnesses, that they are not being forced to marry

· The signing of the marriage contract which states how much money will be given to the bride

· Readings from the Qur’an and a talk by the imam about marriage

· A wedding feast.

MUSLIM ATTITUDES TO DIVORCE

	Islam allows divorce because it is…


	(a) allowed in the Qur’an



	
	(b) sometimes a good reason to have another party



	
	(c) a good way to annoy the in-laws.



	Some Muslims do not agree with divorce because…
	(a) it doesn’t look good on your c.v.



	
	(b) Muhammad said divorce is hated by God.



	
	(c) it isn’t fair on the people who don’t like their wives but can’t afford to get divorced.

	Divorce causes a lot of problems between….


	(a) the families who arranged the marriage in the first place.

	
	(b) fish.



	
	(c) the people who have to alter the marriage records.

	If Muslims do decide to divorce, they must….
	(a) first fight it out in a wrestling ring in front of all their families and friends.



	
	(b) spend a night together on holiday somewhere nice to try to rekindle their passion.



	
	(c) spend three months trying to get back together before the divorce is final.








