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This module looks at what different Christians and Muslims believe about life after death. It also examines the various different funeral customs that they have. You will think about some of the arguments for and against life after death.

SOME IMPORTANT WORDS

	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING

	The Sanctity of Life
	The belief that life is sacred because it is a gift from god.
	Resurrection
	When a person’s physical remains (the body) rises from the grave and lives again (Christianity/Islam)
	Reincarnation
	When, following death, a person’s soul moves to the body of a new animal or person and lives again. (Hinduism)

	Burial or Committal
	The burial of the body beneath the ground.
	Cremation
	The burning of a person’s remains.
	Heaven
	The place where Christians and Muslims believe that good people go after death.

	Hell
	The place where Christians and Muslims believe bad people go after death.
	Purgatory
	A waiting area between heaven and hell (Roman Catholic flavour Christianity)
	Parousia
	The day when the dead rise from their graves to face god (7th Day Adventist flavour Christianity)

	Original Sin
	The sin within all humans that is passed on at the moment of conception (RC Christian)
	The Soul
	The non-physical part of a human that lives on after death.
	Judgement
	When God decides whether you will go to heaven or to hell.

	Salvation
	The process that saves people from having to go to hell due to their sins (Christianity)
	Funeral
	Celebration of the deceased’s life and preparation for the afterlife
	Natural Evil
	Suffering caused by the natural world (volcanoes, tsunamis etc)

	Big Bang
	The explosions which scientists think created the universe
	Mystical
	An experience of something supernatural or religious
	Moral Evil
	Suffering caused by other humans


DO WE HAVE A SOUL?

Some people believe that all human beings have a soul. Others disagree. The following sentences explain what religious and non-religious people believe about the soul. Unfortunately, each sentence is jumbled up. Un-jumble them to find out the different arguments.

	WHO?
	JUMBLED
	UNJUMBLED
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	person is non soul the part of a  physical The.
	

	
	is It part the spiritual.
	

	
	It on to depending or heaven hell goes when die you been you or bad have how good.
	

	
	presence part the you It feels god of of that is the.
	

	
	most It is sums really you who are important because you part of the up it.
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	feelings not soul and prove a Emotions do you that have.


	

	
	simply chemical brain and They the are electrical reactions body in the impulses occurring and of result.
	

	
	we stop the body When happening and shuts impulses and reactions these die down.
	


SOME CHRISTIAN BELIEFS ABOUT LIFE AFTER DEATH

Write a paragraph explaining each one.

	[image: image1.png]




	HEAVEN
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	PURGATORY
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	HELL
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	PAROUSIA


FILL IN THE SANCTITY OF LIFE BLANKS

_________believe that life is________. They believe this for _______ reasons. The first reason is that they believe that all life is a ______from _______. Any gift from god would be very  ___________  to  ____________  (even if it was just

 a _________    __________ from god it would probably end up being worshipped every day by thousands of people in a famous _______ somewhere). The gift of _______ is an _________ gift no matter where you think it came from, though. So the concept of life being a gift from god makes life an _________ sacred _______. The second _________ is that Christians also believe that part of god _______within each and every ________ being. (“My body is a_________!”). For this reason too, then, human life is considered to be sacred. Christians would not want to ________ or ________ the human ________ as it contains a piece of _____.

	The Missing Words

Reason human Christians god god two lives snotty body gallery Christians amazing temple sacred harm handkerchief gift precious life extremely thing


	Copy out the completed paragraph in this box.




ORIGINAL SIN

TRUE OR FALSE?

(WRITE OUT THE TRUTH IN THE BOX PROVIDED)

Original Sin is the sin that every human being is born with. It enters our bodies at the moment of death. According to Christian belief, Original Sin first entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed Dog and ate fruit from the tree of Civil Disobedience. It is sexually transmitted. God realised that Original Sin prevented humans from joining him in Widnes. To sort this mess out he sent his son, Dave to earth as a human. Jesus did not have Original Sin because his mother was a crocodile. This meant that he was able to take the blame for Original Sin, sacrificing himself so that the slate was wiped clean and humans could join God in heaven (providing they didn’t accumulate too much sin of their own during their lives).

SOME WORDS THAT MIGHT HELP

Conception. God. Knowledge. Heaven. Jesus. Virgin.

THE BOX OF TRUTH!

	


SALVATION POSTER

Create a small poster that shows how, according to Christians, Jesus sacrificed himself to save humanity from Original Sin. Be creative!

	


SOME MUSLIM BELIEFS ABOUT LIFE AFTER DEATH

Like Christianity, Islam teaches that the soul will live on after. Muslims believe there will be a day of judgment when all humans will be divided between the eternal destinations of Paradise and Hell. 

Resurrection and the Day of Judgment

A central doctrine of the Qur'an is the Last Day, on which the world will be destroyed and Allah will raise all people and jinn from the dead to be judged. 

The Last Day is also called the Day of Standing Up, Day of Separation, Day of Reckoning, Day of Awakening, Day of Judgment, The Encompassing Day or The Hour. 

Until the Day of Judgment, deceased souls remain in their graves awaiting the resurrection. However, they begin to feel immediately a taste of their destiny to come. Those bound for hell will suffer in their graves, while those bound for heaven will be in peace until that time. 

Their bodies are physically resurrected on the last day.

The day of judgment is described as passing over Hell on a narrow bridge in order to enter Paradise. Those who fall, weighted by their bad deeds, will remain in Hell forever. 

The Qur'an specifies two exceptions to this general rule: 

1. Warriors who die fighting in the cause of God are ushered immediately to God's presence (2:159 and 3:169); and 

2. "Enemies of Islam" are sentenced immediately to Hell upon death. 
REWRITE THE ABOVE PARAGRAPH, FOCUSING ON THE MAIN POINTS, USING ONLY 75 WORDS

PARADISE & HELL

Paradise (firdaws), also called "The Garden" (Janna), is a place of physical and spiritual pleasure, with lofty mansions, delicious food and drink and virgin companions called houris.

Hell, or Jahanna), is mentioned frequently in the Qur'an using a variety of imagery. It has seven doors leading to a fiery crater of various levels, the lowest of which contains the tree Zaqqum and a cauldron of boiling pitch. The level of hell depends on the degree of offenses. Suffering is both physical and spiritual. 

Being a Muslim does not keep one out of Hell, but it is not clear whether Muslims remain in Hell forever. Non-Muslims (kafir), however, will be punished eternally. Some Muslims believe that because Allah is so merciful her will eventually rescue everybody from hell and it will become empty.

	DRAW YOUR IMAGE OF ISLAMIC PARADISE AND HELL IN THE SPACES BELOW

	PARADISE
	HELL



ABORTION AND EUTHANASIA

Fill in the table below.

	
	BRITISH LAW
	CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES
	MUSLIM PERSPECTIVES
	YOUR OPINIONS

	ABORTION IS…
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	EUTHANASIA IS…
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	








